SOUTHERN INDIA
buffaloes, a fine race of their kind* The buffaloes
are covered with long brown hair, and they possess
formidable horns of great length, serrated like the
horns of an ibex. They have a peculiar aversion
to horses, and will attack and gore them unprovoked,
placing the rider in considerable danger, A Toda
boy will exercise a wonderful control over the
half-wild animals* Armed with small jagged bits
of rock which he can throw with excellent aim,
he will drive a herd away from the path and keep the
bulls in check* The danger is lest the imp should
be asleep or out of the way when his services are
required*
The Todas live in huts formed of wickerwork,
covered with a thatch of some kind, and their
villages are called munds* They are more of the
nature of encampments than permanent hamlets*
The entrance to the hut is very low, and the
owners have to enter on their hands and knees.
There are no windows, and the interior is dark.
In or near every mund is a tree that is held sacred
to the deity. There used to be a tree preserved
in the barrack square at Wellington near Coonoor,
the military sanatorium of the Nilgiris. It was
surrounded with masonry, and occasionally the
Todas came to do pujah underneath it It was